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Dear Friends of The Arc Minnesota,

As CEO of The Arc Minnesota, | have the privilege of witnessing the transformative power of inclusion
every day. Our mission is rooted in the belief that every person deserves access to the opportunities,
experiences, and joys that make life rich and meaningful.

This year's Gala Fund-a-Need focuses on Accessible Sports and Recreational Equipment, a vital
and often overlooked area of inclusion. Recreation is not a luxury; it's an integral part of a full and
healthy life. It's where friendships are formed, confidence is built, and communities come together.
Yet for many individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), access to sports and
leisure activities is limited by the lack of access to adaptive equipment.

The 2026 Gala Fund-A-Need will support microgrants, small, targeted awards that help cover specific
costs, to help remove financial barriers to access. With your support, we can provide adaptive bikes,
gaming controllers, or accessible gear that opens doors to movement, creativity, connection, and
joy. Together, we can help individuals with IDD experience the thrill of a game, the freedom of a ride,
and the simple pleasure of play and leisure.

Your generous sponsorship will help us build a more inclusive Minnesota, one where everyone can
participate, compete, and build connections. Together, we can ensure that recreation is truly for all.
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